NORTHERN TIER NATIONAL HIGH ADVENTURE                   BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

ALUMNI CANOE TRIPS

The following are policies and rates for use of the base and its equipment. These policies apply to groups, families, and individuals.  Availability is limited primarily to the Spring and Fall off-seasons or as space is available.
1. The mission of the Northern Tier National High Adventure Program is to service members of the Boy Scouts of America.  It is hereby recommended that alumni users of the base be members of the BSA.

2. The leader or alumni person is required to be a current paid member of the Charles L. Sommers Alumni Association.

3. Suggested group size is 4 – 9 people, with a minimum group size of 4 people and 2 canoes to be compliant with the BSA Safety Afloat policy.  Coed groups will only be allowed under BSA Venturing guidelines.  If there are males and females under 18, there must be an adult male and adult female over 21 years old.  Exception:  A coed family group would not have to follow this leadership policy.

4. Pets are not allowed on the Northern Tier Bases according to BSA guidelines.

5. Northern Tier has limited ability to provide services to special groups during the summer season (the latter half of June, all of July and the first half of August).  Our priority during the summer season is outfitting the crews who are here for their canoe trip.  It is highly recommended to schedule your canoe trip before or after this time period.

6. Northern Tier will not be responsible for obtaining the necessary permits for the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness or the Quetico Provincial Park.  The reservation numbers are as follows for these areas:


Boundary Waters Canoe Area
877-550-6777


   
Early February through September


Quetico Provincial Park

888-668-7275  



Five months or less before your trip

To make reservations for either area will require the use of a credit card to pay for reservation fees and camping fees.  If you want to enter the BWCAW from Moose Lake, your entry point will be Entry Point 25.  To obtain entry point numbers, availability, and make a permit reservation on line go to the Boundary Waters Reservation Center at: http://www.recreation.gov/wildernessAreaDetails.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=72600&topTabIndex=Permits .  

When you make your BWCAW permit reservation, you need to indicate who you want to issue the permit.  If you want Northern Tier to issue the permit, you will need to select “Cooperator – Northern Tier High Adventure, BSA” from the drop down list or tell the operator.  Your permit must be issued by who you select.  
For QUETICO trips everyone also needs to apply and pay for a Remote Area Border Crossing permit also know as a CANPASS.  This is required to cross into Canada at the Prairie Portage or Cache Bay Ranger stations because the Customs offices at these entry points are closed.  The CANPASS application and required supporting documentation along with $30.00 CND should be submitted to a Canada Immigration Center a minimum of 6 weeks prior to your trip.  The CANPASS application is sent to you with your confirmation letter from the Quetico Park or it can be obtained on the Internet from http://www.cbsa.gc.ca/publications/forms-formulaires/bsf386-eng.pdf   or by calling the Canada Immigration Center at 807-624-2162.  
	BWCAW and Quetico Provincial Park Fees – 2012        Note: All fees subject to change.

	Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness Fees
	Quetico Provincial Park Fees

	Permit Fee
	$6.00 non-refundable
	Permit Fee
	$11.50 CND non-refundable

	Camping Fees
	$16.00/adult/trip  

$8.00/youth/trip
	Camping Fees
	Prairie Portage/Cache Bay

$21.50 CND/adult/night

$  8.50 CND/youth/night
	Atikokan Entries

$15.00CND/adult/night

$ 6.50CND/youth/night

	Notes
	· Credit card will be charged the $6 reservation fee + $16/person camping fees upon making reservation.  If a balance is due, it will be collected by credit card upon issuing permit.

· Credit Cards accepted are VISA, Discover, MasterCard, & American Express.
	Notes
	· Deposit on overnight camping fee- $100.00 CND

· Cancellation fee is a % of camping fee  

· No Show Fee – a majority of the $100 deposit

· CANPASS required (see above)     - $30.00 CND

· Balance of camping fees collected at ranger station on day of entry into the park.

· Credit cards accepted are VISA, MasterCard, & Am. Express.  Also U.S. or CDN currency.


7. Northern Tier encourages alumni groups to do the bulk of their food purchases at home prior to arriving at the base.  Specialty items are available for purchase.  Examples of the specialty items available are the MRE meat pouches, freeze dried vegetables, and Hudson Bay Bread.  Most food items such as oatmeal, bread, cheese, starches, gravy/sauce packets, hot chocolate, drink mix, powdered milk, biscuit and cake mixes, summer sausage, peanut butter, jelly, cheese spreads, etc are available through your local grocery store.  Prior purchase and packing of your meals before arrival in the North Country will be cheaper and will get you out on the water quicker. 


If you want full food outfitting the cost to you will be $4.00*/person/breakfast, $5.00*/person/lunch, and $6.00*/per-son/supper. The prices for specialty items are: MRE’s can be purchased at $3.00 to $3.50 depending on flavor, freeze-dried veggies are $$5.00 - 10.00/lb (varies per vegetable), and Hudson Bay Bread for a 3.5” x 3.5” slice is $1.40/slice.  Other items are available. Please note: Prices are subject to change. * If at Bissett – a 5% or more Goods and Services tax must be collected.  If at Atikokan, a 13% Harmonized Sales Tax must be collected. 
8. Canoe rental rates are as follows:


17 foot - Alumacraft - 64 lbs. (Grumman canoes may be available in Canada)
(All 3 Bases)

$15.00*/canoe/day


18 foot - We-No-Nah Kevlar Champlain – 44 lbs.


(Ely & Atikokan Only)
$30.00*/canoe/day


18.5 foot -We-No-Nah Kevlar Minnesota II - 42 lbs.  

(Ely Only)

$30.00*/canoe/day


18 foot – Souris River Quetico 18 Duraflex – 59 lbs.  

(Atikokan Only)
$25.00*/canoe/day


Canoe rental rates include the use of life jackets (PFD’s) and aluminum/plastic Carlisle paddles.  Reservations and use of the Quetico 18, Champlain, and Minnesota II canoes will be subject to availability with first priority being for the crews attending the program.  During the off-season it will be much easier to accommodate requests for the lighter canoes.   The Northern Tier Damage Policy will be adhered to on the use of canoes and other gear.  Please complete and submit the Alumni Canoe Rental Form. * If at Bissett – a 5% or more Goods and Services tax must be collected.  If at Atikokan, a 13% Harmonized Sales Tax must be collected.
9. While using Northern Tier canoes, the policy of wearing Personal Floatation Devices (PFDs) MUST be followed as well as the other policies as outlined in the Voyageur Handbook.  See NT website for a copy.  www.ntier.org 
10. Equipment rental fee* of food/equipment packs, personal packs, pots, dining flies, saw, etc. will be charged as follows: 

 
Food packs and Personal Packs - 
   $4.00/day each pack
Tents and Dining Flys - 

$2.00/person/day
Stoves and Fuel -

 
   $0.50/person/day
Pot sets
and Trail ovens -
$0.50/person/day

Sawvivor pack saw or shovel- 

   $1.00/day each
Bear Rope(s) w/ pulley - 
$1.00/day

Emergency Radio (Ely)/Sat. Phone (CND) $5.00/day
 
Utensil Kit/Soap Kit/PolarPure  
$0.50/day each 

Note:  Stove use will be required if fire restrictions are in place at the time you are here. * If at Bissett – a 5% or more Goods and Services tax must be collected.  If at Atikokan, a 13% Harmonized Sales Tax must be collected.  If  interested, used rental equipment may be available for purchase.  
11. On-base accommodations and meals are available on a limited basis during the prime summer season. During off-peak times accommodations are available; however no meals will be served during this time. Rates are as follows:

Cabins (including shower and/or sauna)


$15.00* per person per night

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner - during the summer season only
$10.00* per person per meal


NOTE:  Meals are not available during the off-season.  * If at Bissett – a 5% or more Goods and Services tax must be collected.  If at Atikokan, a 13% Harmonized Sales Tax must be collected.  
12. Parking space will be limited during the prime summer season.  If parking spaces are limited, we may ask you to park at the public landing. Use of the sauna facility is available during the summer if time and availability allows.  Again, crews must be given the highest priority.  Off-season use will be easier to accommodate.  There will not be a charge for these services when other gear/services are being rented or paid for.  If the only service you use is the shower/sauna, the charge will be $3.00*/person.  * If at Bissett – a 5% or more Goods and Services tax must be collected.  If at Atikokan, a 13% Harmonized Sales Tax must be collected.  
13. Northern Tier will not provide shuttle services for canoes, equipment, or personal vehicles.  Any shuttling will be the responsibility of the group and will be done with non-BSA vehicles.

14. Trip and equipment availability during the summer is very limited at Atikokan and Bissett.  Both facilities have specific opening and closing dates.  Priority is given to the crews.  Pre- and post-season use of the satellite facilities is not available.  Our recommendation is to use the Ely base for pre- and post-season trips.

On-line resources:  C.L.S. Alumni Assoc. Membership Application(or www.holry.org) , NT Trading Post Catalog (www.northerntiertradingpost.org),  Voyageur Handbook, NT Brochure, Canoe Rental Sheet (www.ntier.org) 





















Revised 12/20/11 MK.






